AGG General Meeting Agenda
March 3, 2025
History Room
Atherton Town Center
9:30 a.m. Social
10 a.m. Business Meeting
10:30 a.m. Speaker
Welcome—Patti Spezzaferro
Patti called the meeting to order at 10:10a.m. She welcomed members and guests. Joan Sanders’ guest was 
Lori Verdeil, and Sue Matthews’ guest was Judy Castaillac. 

Minutes—Patti Spezzaferro
The February 3, 2025 General Meeting Minutes were moved, seconded and approved.

New Members—Dana Bonham
Dana welcomed new members Bing Hai and Julie Gosler and presented each with the AGG Yearbook, letter of welcome, and a name tag. Bing Hai was sponsored by Suzanne Van Ness and Marion Osler, and Julie Gosler by Patti Leugers and Joan Sanders. Patti warmly welcomed them and said how much she looks forward to getting to know them. 

Announcements— Patti Spezzaferro
 The AGG Atherton Library “Spring Floral Arrangements” will take place with arrangers Nancy Butler and Kathy Ladra, March 10th from 11 a.m. to 12 noon in the Atherton Town History Room.

Elizabeth Gamble Gardens will hold its Spring Garden Tour 2025 from Friday April, 25, 10a.m. – Saturday, April 26, 4p.m.
 
The March Western Hort meeting will host Lisa and Kathleen Putnam’s presentation, “Preventative Medicine for Your Summer Veggie Garden,” March 12, 2025, 7:30p.m., The Garden House at Shoup Park, 400 University Ave., Los Altos. Patti reported that the sisters own a regenerative vegetable farm in Woodside and produce 7,000 lbs. of vegetables a year, most of which they donate. For more information about the sisters’ backgrounds and expertise in regenerative farming, see westernhort.org Upcoming Speakers and Events.

The Master Gardeners of San Mateo & San Francisco Counties offer programs in March on “Magnificent Magnolias,” Lyngso Zoom Series: “My California Native Garden,” “Gardening Safety—Tool and tips As We Age,” and “Planning Your Spring Veggie Garden.”  See smsf-mastergardeners.ucanrd.edu  

Patti announced that we are still looking for members who are willing to host meetings in their homes.

Horticultural Report— Patti Spezzaferro
It is time to feed citrus. Water first, then scratch dry fertilizer into the soil, then water again. Work on building a compost pile and plant summer bulbs. Patti suggested Half Moon Bay Nursery for gladiolas and dahlias. 

2025 AGG Donations—Sue Matthews for Barbara Tyler
Sue reported that the Donation Committee has completed its work and will announce AGG’s donor recipients at the April meeting. The AGG Board has committed $1,000 to help restore landscapes destroyed by the Palisades fire. Sue asked members for names of appropriate gardening organizations for a potential donation.

 

Gamble Garden—Joan Sanders
Joan reported that Gamble Gardens will celebrate its 40th anniversary and will build a new building dedicated to horticultural education. Karen Olson, an AGG member, was one of the founders of Gamble Gardens and recently gave a lecture to the Palo Alto Historical Association. Joan mentioned that over the years Gamble has been very generous in offering AGG a free meeting space.

2024 AGG Donation Update, Holbrook Palmer Park—Marion Oster
Marion reported that last year’s $500 donation to Holbrook Palmer Park is being used to partially cover the cost of replacing the big oak tree near the Jennings Pavilion and some of the planting around the Pavilion and the main house. Marion gave a brief history of the Park: in 1958, twenty-two acres were willed to the town of Atherton, and in 1967, the Town took over the running of the Park. The Park hosts many activities, including business events and weddings, and also has pickle ball and tennis courts. AGG donated the Rose Garden. Sally Benz will be replaced by Will Birds to manage some of the Park’s many projects. 

AGG Rose Garden, Holbrook Palmer Park—Patty Leugers
Patty reported that the rose garden looked good and that rose fertilizer has been purchased. She thanked all the volunteers who have worked in the Rose Garden.

“Bouquets to Books”—Suzanne Legallet
Suzanne reported that in a couple of weeks members will receive an invitation to the opening night party on May 5, 5:00pm-7:00pm. Guests are welcome and tickets are $35 per person. Wine, beer and water will be served. No food or drinks are allowed in the Library. The “Bouquets to Books” exhibit will go from May 5-7, with take-down on the fourth day. Members of the Library community, Town Council members, Kevin Wisney, and Jim Salayards will be invited as special non-paying guests. Suzanne asked to let her know if other important people should be invited.

Thank You— Patti Spezzaferro
Hospitality Committees:
Patti thanked the February and March Hospitality Committees for delicious snacks and charming table settings. 
February: Leslie Howard, Suellen Rottiers and Sue Matthews
March: Sue Connelly, Pam Brown, and Susan Barkley

Next AGG Meeting, April 7,2025 — Patti Spezzaferro
Nancy Schram will share her family history of Carmen’s Nursery, a small nursery that specializes in unique plants for our local environment. Nancy will bring plants for “Show and Sell “with credit card or cash. The program will be held in Suzanne Legallet’s garage, 88 Selby Lane, Atherton. Guests are welcome.

Program—Mimi Hillyard
“What It Is Like to Be in “Bouquets to Art” with Nyna Dolby and Carol Selig
Mimi introduced AGG members, Nyna Dolby and Carol Selig who have both exhibited in “Bouquets to Art” for the San Francisco Fine Arts Museums. Nyna and Carol are members of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco Flower Committee and were also members of the Filoli Floral Arrangers Committee.

Some Specifics About “Bouquets to Art”
Process:
Three months in advance of the show, designers are asked to identify seven works of art in the museum that they would like to interpret. At the beginning of the third month, they are notified which, if any, of their choices have been accepted. While they may not receive the work of their choice, they will be assigned a work somewhere in the museum.
Restrictions:
The museum places many restrictions on the materials that can be used—no material from personal gardens, no feathers, no fabric, no oasis among many other restrictions.
Planning:
Both Nyna and Carol sketch out their ideas on paper before they begin the hands-on design work.
Testing Designs:
Both acknowledge that there is a tremendous investment of time and experimentation before the design is finalized.
Nyna described her design from the 2005 show at The Legion of Honor, showing photos of the two still life paintings she had chosen, and taking us through the process of building the floral arrangements in the museum itself.
In 2024, Carol worked with other designers to interpret in a very large space, 7’ tall by 8’ of floor space, in the De Young Museum across from the ticket desk. The group created a Brazilian jungle based on a painting by Martin Johnson Heade, 1885. Carol also showed photos of the process of building their design in the museum and brought a charming family of hummingbirds she had created out of natural materials.

For inspiration, Carol and Nyna asked AGG President Patti Spezzaferro to give them the names of four paintings to interpret in floral arrangements for the program. They both chose Botticelli’s Birth of Venus. 

Each of their designs was unique. Nyna’s was lush and vertical; Carol’s was inspired by Ichibana and was horizontal. Nyna used a tape cage over the mouth of her vase; Carol used a variety of flower arranging “frogs.” Nyna used a combination of quince from her garden and store-bought flowers; Carol’s material was all from her garden. Both arrangements were spectacular.
Carol’s foliage tip: Ruscus is a wonderful green filler and lasts a very long time.

Thank You
Patti thanked Suzanne Legallet, Mimi Hillyard, Nyna Dolby, and Carol Selig for an outstanding program.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 am

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela D. Smith, Recording Secretary




