AGG General Meeting Agenda
April 7, 2025
Suzanne Legallet’s Garage
88 Selby Lane
Atherton
9:30 a.m. Social
10:00 a.m. Business Meeting

Welcome back, Members & Guests—Mimi Hillyard
Mimi, called the meeting to order at 10:15a.m. and welcomed members and Pam McGraw, Karen Handal’s guest. 

New Member—Dana Bonham, Membership Chair
Dana welcomed and introduced Nancy Hardesty as a new member of AGG. Nancy received a yearbook, her name badge, and a welcoming note from Dana. Nancy’s membership will bring the AGG active membership to forty-three.

Approval of the March 3, 2025 General Meeting Minutes—Mimi Hillyard
The minutes were move, seconded, and approved.

Horticultural Report—Mimi Hillyard 
Please check the AGG Newsletter for details of the Horticultural Report.

Update “Bouquets to Books” Opening Night May 5, 5p.m-7p.m.—Suzanne Legallet
Suzanne reported that there will be fifteen 15 exhibitors, and she encouraged members to bring guests. 
Carrie Drake will take checks for the event at the meeting. 
The event will be catered by Colette and will have a hired bartender. Suzanne has invited seven Atherton Council Members, four Atherton Library employees, and speakers for next year’s programs.

Exhibitors will take down their arrangements on Saturday May 10. 

Suzanne arranged a surprise thank for the exhibitors and participants of “Bouquets to Books.” At the end of the day’s meeting, she gave each a ruscus plant from her garden, plant ties from fleece blankets, and allowed exhibitors and participants first choice in buying Nancy Schramm’s plants.

Request for Newsletter Photos—Mimi Hillyard
Martha Woollomes & Carrie Drake request garden photos for the AGG Newsletter and website.

AGG Atherton Library Easter Floral Arrangement Demonstration—Mimi Hillyard The next Library Floral Arrangement demonstration will take place on April 10 from 11 a.m. to 12 noon in the Library History Room.  Nyna Dolby and Suellen Rottiers will be the presenters. 

Nominating Committee—Suzanne Van Ness, Chair
Suzanne introduced and thanked her committee members Norma Baker and Nan Ray. She then presented the following slate of officers:
President—Nyna Dolby
1st Vice President—Program
Mimi Hillyard & Katy McCormick
2nd Vice President—Dana Bonham
Treasurer—Katie Blommer
Recording Secretary—Sally Brudos
Corresponding Secretary—Karen Handal
Historian—Pamela Smith and Diana Bryan
Parliamentarian—Patti Spezzaferro
Newsletter— Martha Woollomes
Website/Technical —Carrie Drake

Voting on the officers’ slate will take place at the May meeting.

Donations Committee—Barbara Tyler, Chair
Barbara introduced her committee chairs, Sue Conolly and Sue Matthews. She then presented AGG’s 2024-2025 donation nominees. (See details in attached addendum.) 
At a vote taken at the last month’s Board meeting, the original $2,500 set aside for donations was raised by $1,000, to $3,500. The additional $1,000 was to be used to support an appropriate horticultural organization damaged by the recent Los Angeles fires. Barbara reported that the Donation Committee chose to give the $1,000 to Nuccio’s Nurseries in Altadena, California. 
A member indicated that the Nuccio family no longer wished to receive donations. Barbara said that Patti Spezzaferro had spoken with Nuccio family and that they had accepted AGG’s donation. She also noted that it was a majority vote by the Donation Committee to donate to the nursery. Barbara said that she will look into the situation. Voting on donations will take place at AGG’s May General meeting.

Thank You—Mimi Hillyard 
Mimi thanked Suzanne Legallet for today’s excellent program with Nancy Schramm and also the Hospitality Committee of Norma Baker, Sue Matthews, and Pam Brown for the lovely table arrangement and delicious snacks.

New Business
Next meeting, May 5th,  “Bouquets to Books”—Mimi Hillyard 
During the May meeting each arranger will give a two-minute description of why they chose their book and how their arrangement reflects it.  

Program—Suzanne Legallet
Suzanne welcomed and introduced Nancy Schramm of Carman’s Nursery and thanked her for bringing an abundance of interesting plants to the meeting. Nancy is a member of Western Horticulture Society and is on their Speaker’s Committee.
 Nancy gave a brief history of Carman’s Nursery in Gilroy, a third-generation family business. Nancy’s Grandfather, Hugh Carman, “started the nursery in 1937. After WWII her father, Ed Carman returned home and went into partnership with his father. They started grown unusual plants. In 1971, Nancy’s father moved the family, house and nursery to Mozart Avenue, between Los Gatos and Campbell. 
Her father became known worldwide for being able to grow rare and unusual plants. (He corresponded with Beth Chatto in England and with other like-minded horticulturalists around the world.) In 2002 he celebrated 65 years in the business.” *
Nancy grew up playing in the nursery, and in 2002 she inherited the nursery and moved it to Gilroy. Her part of the nursery started when she began going to farmers’ markets in Saratoga and Morgan Hill. She continues “to propagate most of her own plants, focusing the rare and unusual.”*

*Information taken from the nursery website.

Nancy brought a large number of plants and seedlings to the meeting and shared her knowledge and enthusiasm about some of them.
· Tuscan Blue Rosemary, the true blue color, called “Rosemary Ed Carman”
· Deciduous “Pine” Dawn Redwood, Alternate Bald Cypress, looks similar to the Dawn Redwood, and Japanese Larch, rare, needles are long and slender.
· Maple , gold leaves, backs of leaves go purple—Plant so light comes from the back. These are grown by grafting.
· Trident Maple, great fall color, 15feet. (These are found in Joan Sander’s sunken garden dining room.)
· Corylus, “Henry Lauder’s Walking Stick”—great for arrangement—good for a cheater bonsai
· Lace Leaf maple grown by seed
· Aesclepias—good for Monarch butterflies
· Chinese Fringe Tree, Chionanthus retusus, smaller of the two, easy to grow, flowers scented like strawberries, full sun
· Oxalis, brasiliensis, non-invasive, well behaved, blooms in October, dies down in summer, pops up again in September, pink flowers—good for winter color, indirect bright light
· Rosemary, “Mozart,” hybridized by Nancy’s father

At the end of the meeting, Nancy gave away Tuscan Rosemary plants, packets of note cards she has decorated with delicately drawn plants and local places, and two tiny seedlings of Clarkia, an annual native wild flower that will easily reseed.
The members applauded Nancy’s presentation, showing their enjoyment and admiration of her passion for her plants and her horticultural expertise.
 
Please find contact information below:
Carman's Nursery
8470 Pharmer Road
Gilroy, CA 95020-9463
(408) 847-2313
They are open Thursday, Friday, and Sunday from 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM. (4:30 PM or sunset from October through March) They are closed on major holidays.
[image: greenthumb (at) carmansnursery (dot) com]

Adjournment—Mimi Hillyard
The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Smith












Addendum

2024-2025 AGG Donation Nominations

Committee Members:
Barbara Tyler, Chair
Sue Matthews
Sue Connolly

Budget: $3,500

Selectin Criteria:

1. The organization does educational or philanthropic work related to horticulture, conservation, or floral design.
2. The organization is local, Bay area wide. ($2,500)
3. The organization supported horticulture in the Los Angeles area stricken by recent fires. ($1,000)
4. Our gift would make a positive impact.


Local Nominees:

	$500  	Environmental Horticulture/Floristry Dept. at SF City College  (Martha Woollomes)
	$500	Friends of Allied Arts  (Rita Wachhorst)
$500	Gamble Gardens  (Joan Sanders)
$500	Holbrook Palmer Park  (Marion Oster)
$500	Town of Atherton  (Patti Spezzaferro)


Los Angeles Fire Victim:

	$1,000 Nuccio Nursery, Altadena California  (Patti Spezzaferro)
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