

AGG Board Meeting
February 3, 2025
Suzanne Legallet’s Home
88 Selby Lane, Atherton
9 a.m. Meeting
Board of Directors
Patti Spezzaferro, President
Suzanne Legallet and Mimi Hillyard, 1st VP  Programs
Dana Bonham,  2nd VP Membership
Katie Blommer, Treasurer
Pam Smith, Recording Secretary
Kasey Hansen, Corresponding Secretary
Diana Bryan, Historian
Julie Douglass and Joan Sanders, Parlimentarian
Martha Woollomes, Newsletter
Carrie Drake, Website and Technology
Patti Spezzaferro, Parlimentarian
Absent
Joan Sanders, Julie Douglass, Diana Bryan

The meeting was called to order by Patti Spezzaferro at 9:10 a.m.
Welcome and Approval of Board Minutes
Patti welcomed the Board and asked to approve the January 6 Board Minutes.
The minutes were moved, seconded, approved with the addition of  “February 12” to Jim Salyards’ English Garden lecture announcement.

Member Update 
AGG Website—Carrie Drake
Carrie reported that the AGG website is 99% complete and asked Patti to look through it. Carrie said that there are two issues to be resolved. One is that the password enter page can’t be opened. She will call the Wix, where AGG has a premium account, and figure out how to fix it. Patti noted that Carrie has changed the look of the website since what was shown in June 2024. Carrie said it was a new design but contained all of the past years’ information dating back to 2017. The second issue is that not all search engines show the AGG website in their search results. Patti noted that we have a budget to help complete the project. Carrie agrees that it’s good to have a back-up to get over the hump of the two issues. Patti thanked Carrie for her hard work.
In addition to having photographs sent to Martha Woollomes for the Newsletter, Carrie requested that they be sent to her for possible use on the website. Martha will announce this at the General meeting.

Treasure’s Report —Katie Blommer
Katie reported that AGG paid its CGCI liability insurance and renewal fees. All CGCI-GTEP tax paper work was also submitted with the fees.
Old Business 
Archiving AGG Documents—Patti Spezzaferro
Patti spoke with Nancy McDougal, president of the Bay Ocean District of the California Garden Club, Inc., to ask for her opinion about which AGG documents should be kept and for how long. Email sent February 2, 2025 from Nancy McDougal nmcd@pacbell.net

“The last time I asked about the required length of time records should be kept, seven years was generally stated for minutes, by-law revisions, & financial accounts, also any W2’s & 1099’s. I was told that the IRS allows revision of income taxes up to four years, so things like individual business invoices & financial transactions should be kept for four years. 
I would also definitely plan on keeping property records and those minutes that show a major change in focus or acquisitions/releases, etc. That does mean reading through some stuff to see if it might be brought up (asked about in reference to policy or actions) in the future and be important for reference to a past action. If you recognize that there is even a chance something might be important to reference in the future, by all means keep that documentation.
CGCI doesn’t offer financial advice, nor am I in a position to offer it—just passing along some generally recognized guidelines I was given.”

A brief discussion was held about putting 1099’s on the AGG website. It was pointed out that generally only large organizations who are soliciting for donations do this.

Patti announced the next meeting of the CGCI Bay Ocean District to be held on February 20, 2025, 9:30am 
Social, 10:00am General Meeting, 10:30 Program. Stephanie Dole will discuss “Bay Area Insects.” The meeting will be held at the San Mateo Garden Center, 605 Parkside Dr. San Mateo.

Floral Demonstrations Update—Patti Spezzaferro
Patti reported that the January 30, 2025 Floral Demonstration by Suellen Rottiers and Carol Selig was a big success with 25 people attending. Suellen demonstrated two Valentine’s arrangements and Carol did sixteen. The next Floral Demonstration will be March 10 at the Atherton Library History Room with Nancy Butler and Kathy Ladra.

Donations Update—Patti Spezzaferro 
Patti asked the Board about donating funds to help rebuild gardens and landscapes destroyed in the recent Southern California fires. (A precedent is that AGG donated to a garden club after the Paradise fire.) The group was in agreement that we should donate. All agreed that some research would be required in order to choose the preferred organization. At the General Meeting, Patti will remind members to complete the donation form and return it to Barbara Tyler.

New Business
2025-26 Yearbook/ Roster Change—Patti Spezzaferro 
Patti announced that AGG will be celebrating its 60th Birthday Party in 2026. Since the Board agreed to create a position of Floral Demonstration Committee Chair, she asked if the Board would also consider the addition of a 60th Party Committee Chair to next year’s roster. (In a previous meeting, the Board had discussed removing social events and parties from under the Vice President of Programs responsibilities.) 

Adjournment
Patti adjourned the meeting at 9:30am

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela D. Smith, Recording Secretary


