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Dinkelspiel Lane and Ashfield Road
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Board of Directors
Patti Spezzaferro, President
Suzanne Legallet and Mimi Hillyard, 1st VP  Programs
Dana Bonham,  2nd VP Membership
Katie Blommer, Treasurer
Pam Smith, Recording Secretary
Kasey Hansen, Corresponding Secretary
Diana Bryan, Historian
Julie Douglass and Joan Sanders, Parliamentarian
Martha Woollomes, Newsletter
Carrie Drake, Website and Technology
Patti Spezzaferro, Parliamentarian

The meeting was called to order by Patti Spezzaferro at 9:05a.m.

Welcome and Approval of the February 3, 2025 Board Minutes
Patti welcomed the Board and asked to approve the February 3 Board Minutes.
The minutes were moved, seconded, approved.

Board Member’s Updates
Joan Sanders will bring Lori Verdeil as her guest.

Membership for Two New Members—Dana Bonham  
Dana provided the Board with some information about each of the two candidates for AGG membership—Bing Hai and Julie Gosler. Marion Oster and Suzanne Van Ness sponsored Bing Hai, and
 Patty Leugers and Joan Sanders sponsored Julie Gosler. The Board unanimously approved both candidates for membership.
Two current Active Members have not come to any meetings in 2025. The Board discussed how to respond. A consensus was voiced that they should be asked to become inactive. It was noted that other women are interested in joining AGG and that the Guild is already getting close to its maximum membership allowance.
Dana will draft a letter outlining the Board’s position. She will then ask the absentee member’s sponsors to reach out and discuss their status. 
Joan Sanders suggested that a reminder about AGG’s attendance requirements be posted in the Newsletter. 


Treasurer— Katie Blommer
Katie reported that the Forget-Me-Not Fund has $3,070. It was suggested that the fund might be used to provide music for events or to cover bartender fees. 

Website Update—Carrie Drake
Carrie wanted to encourage members to go to the website. She suggested that posting horticultural information and interesting local gardening events might draw members to the website. Also, if AGG purchases a website add-on that permits members to buy AGG event tickets on the website, that might also encourage website use.
Martha Woollomes agreed to create links to such information in the Newsletter. To ease into this opportunity, the Board wished at this time to keep such notifications in both the Newsletter and in the General Minutes.
Diana Bryan reported that she has updated the website roster with new member photos. 
Both Patti and Carrie agreed that a professional is needed to polish up AGG’s connection with WIX. AGG needs to anticipate a younger audience’s preferences for website ease of use and access.  Patti has contacted several people who might work on the project and also train others to maintain it. 
Martha found that the rolling screen on the new website made it difficult to find information. 
The Board agreed that each member should go onto the website and be prepared to give feedback about their experience.

AGG Post Office Box—Patti Spezzaferro
Patti reported that the Post Office has raised its post box fee. Members agreed that the box isn’t well used but still is not costly to maintain. 

Donation Update— Barbara Tyler  
Barbara reported that the Nominations Committee has chosen its recipients and that the $2,500 has been allocated between five recipients. She will announce the organizations for a vote of the membership at the April meeting. Barbara asked the Board if it wanted to donate to a horticultural organization to help relandscape after the Palisades’ fire. The Board unanimously voted to set aside $1,000 toward the effort. Patti will contact the local California Garden Club, Inc. president to learn if they have chosen a recipient. 

Old Business
Bouquets to Books—Suzanne Legallet
• Even though Suzanne has given all information about “Bouquets to Books” to Nick Hernandez, she reported that the Atherton Library hasn’t yet publicized the event. 
•She is working with Mademoiselle Colette on the catering for the outdoor opening party. She was hesitant to raise the ticket price, but the Board was in agreement and voted for $35 per person. 
•Wine, beer, and water will be offered, no hard liquor. Six savory hors d’oeuvres are being considered. It was suggested the Forget-Me-Not fund could be used for bartenders. Food and drink are not allowed in the Library.
•Guests are welcome but need purchase tickets.
•An invitation to the membership will be sent out within the next two weeks. 
•At the Guild’s expense, Suzanne suggested inviting Kevin Wisney, Jim Salyards, Joe, his husband, and members of the Atherton Town council for a total of seventeen guests+/-.
•To generate more public interest in the “Bouquets to Books” exhibit, it was suggested to develop a flyer and to advertise in What’s Happening in Menlo.  
•Martha Woollomes requested addresses for the people on the special guest list. She will remove the cost of tickets on the invitation she sends to them. 

California Garden Club, Inc. Update— Patti Spezzaferro
Patty reported that the Garden Club of Palo Alto has joined the CGCI. She also noted that CGCI has a new deadline for dues, April instead of January. AGG might be able to pay with Zelle or Venmo. Katie Blommer will investigate these payment options and report back.

Floral Demonstration for Atherton Library Staff Update—Patti Spezzaferro
Nick Hernandez has asked for a demonstration on creating floral arrangements for his Library staff. Patti is working behind the scenes on this. 

Possible AGG Events in 2025-2026, AGG’s 60th Anniversary Year
Suzanne pointed out that next year the Board will need to decide if it wants to hold another Garden Tour and maybe another “Bouquets to Books.”
It was suggested but was not confirmed that the Board and the General Business meetings need not be held before the June Alfresco Luncheon in May.

Adjournment 
Patti adjourned the meeting at  9:40a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela D. Smith, Recording Secretary



